What is a
Via Ferrata?

In Italian, Via Ferrata means “lron Way.” A Via Fer
rata is an engineered iron pathway consisting of a
safety cable running along side ladders, runggsste
bridges, etc. They originated in the Italian Alpgidg
World War | as a means to safely move troops across
mountainous terrain. More recently they have become
a source of recreation and tourist attraction.

Are They Safe?

As with all adventure activities, there is an elamef
risk — a key part of their intrigue. There is alwahe
possibility of accidents. There are variables Ined
with any outdoor activity that cannot be controlled
However, if proper safety procedures are followed,
actual risk can be kept to a minimum.

Who can enjoy
Via Ferratas?

Anyone who can walk a strenuous hiking trail ca@ us

a Via Ferrata. Strength is not a requirement. Young
and old alike can enjoy the adventure. Via Fesrata
can be built to challenge the most inexperienced
tourist or the seasoned rock climber.

What makes a
Via Ferrata
Unique?

Via Ferratas can open up terrain that is otherwmes-
able. They can be used to safely access the highest
views, the lowest caves, and everywhere in between
Age and ability aren’t as limiting as in rock climp.

The pace depends on the participant — unlike nig li
courses. Different paths offer different challentges
encourage repeat users. Weather is less of a filctor
in rock climbing. Staffing is kept to a minimum hatut
compromising safety. Necessary equipment is algs mi
imal.

What equipment is
needed?

The equipment used is not unlike the equipment used
for rock climbing or zip lines. The advantage o&aVi
Ferrata equipment is that there is less of ittfAdk Is
needed is a harness, a helmet, a few carabinels an
shock absorbing lanyard — no ropes and no pulléys.
maintained and used properly the gear will lagiugh
hundreds of participants.



What is needed to
build one?

Rock is the foundation of any Via Ferrata. In aiddit

it helps to have a desirable destination or goattie
participant to reach. The rock should obviously be
privately owned. It should also be stable in makeup
The metal does the rest. In all but the most coreos
environments, standard concrete reinforcement bar
(rebar) will suffice for steps, ladders, and thieeli
Galvanized cable and hardware make up the safety
cable. In corrosive environments all stainless Istee
should be used. Adventurous clients and financing
finish out the needs for building a Via Ferrata.

How do you get
started?

Contact Gravity's Edge to discuss any questions you
might have. Pictures and an e-mail describing arpot
tial Via Ferrata site are a good start. Theseailitiw

us to offer a preliminary proposal including time
frame, cost, and potential profit. No Via Ferradhe
same, and the only way to decide what one cawdo f
you is with a sight evaluation. Via Ferratas aee th
next big adventure. Please don’t hesitate to contc
References are available. We are experienced and
competent and your source for safe appealing outdoo
adventure.
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